
News from Mrs Blockley 

Our first full week has flown by and all the children have 
settled in well. It has been wonderful to see them engaging 
with their learning. Wren Class has been very busy telling me 
all about the book they are reading, The Explorers by Kathe-
rine Rundell. It certainly seems to have caught their attention, 
and I can’t blame the, it really is a fabulous book! I’ve also 
been hearing all about the Romans from House Martin Class 
and the Victorians from Skylarks. I’ve been learning some 
rhymes with Robin Class this week too—they certainly kept 
me on my toes! 

Our new sports coaching company, Serious4Sport, joined us 
this week. Our new coach, Coach Dec, was very impressed 
with all the children. They demonstrated some very secure 
ball skills, and he was also impressed by how well-mannered 
they all were. Our after-school sports clubs also started this 
week, and it was fantastic to see our Year 6 children sup-
porting those in Year 3 and helping them to learn new skills. I 
think we have the makings of a very strong football team! 

As I mentioned last week, we will be going to Church for our 
Harvest Festival next Wednesday. We will be collecting dona-
tions for the Wantage and Grove Foodbank. If you would like 
to donate, please send your child in with a donation on Tues-
day or Wednesday next week. The children will take the dona-
tions with them to Church. Below the class information is a list 
of items the foodbank particularly needs. 

Before the Summer holidays I shared that one of our partner-
ship schools, St Amand’s Catholic Primary School, would be 
running a free workshop supporting parents with managing 
screen time in young children. The workshop takes place on 
11th November (details can be found after the Wantage Food 
Bank information). To book a place, please contact St Amand’s 
School Office directly. 

Have a lovely weekend everyone. 

Mrs Blockley 
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Sunflower Competition 

It’s time to submit your entries! 

I know lots of our pupils took part in the 
Gardening & Wildlife Club’s Sunflower 
Competition, which launched last term. 
Please could everyone send their competi-
tion entries to the office by Monday 14th 
September. 

We’ve already started receiving some entries and we’re 
very impressed with our young gardeners! I have to admit, 
the sunflower pictures I’ve seen so far are far better than 
the sunflowers I managed to grow! The winners will be 
announced next week. 
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Wren - Class attendance for the week: 97% 

Welcome back and welcome to the new year in Wren’s – what a week and a bit it’s been. 
For those of you who don’t know, my name is Mr. Minter – new to The Ridgeway this 
year but not new to teaching Year 5 and 6 pupils. It has been a fantastic first few days, 
settling nerves and excitement – it’s going to be a fantastic year. All the pupils have been 
amazingly welcoming and so friendly. Thank you. We’ve had a great few days getting into 
routines and exploring our new topics. The class has hit the ground running - In Maths – 
looking at how we use different models and representations to solve addition and sub-
traction problems. In English, we’ve jumped straight into our class book – The Explorer by 
Katherine Rundell – 4 children (Fred, Con, Lila and Max) stranded in the Amazon Rain 
Forest after a plane crash! Phew. Year 5 will be looking at writing character descriptions 
with exciting vocabulary - the Year 6 pupils will explore the delights of figurative language 
skills to bring their descriptions to life! Our History topic is The Mayans – Science is the 
Properties of Materials. Homework will start coming out from this week – starting with 
Spelling Shed assignments. Year 5 will get a routine of homework and Year 6 will build 
towards SAT’s preparations! Sorry, but it’s really good to start early as time flies! Phew – 
quite a lot for the first newsletter, sorry about that! Thank you once again and I look for-
ward to meeting some more of you at our Meet and Greet next week. 

 

 

 

 

 

Skylarks - Class attendance for the week: 98% 

The first full week is complete, and Skylarks class has been getting back into ac-
tion. I've been so impressed with how the children have settled in, especially the 
new year ones! They've learned the class routines quickly, have been exploring 
where everything is in the classroom and are proving themselves to be fantastic 
at tidying up after themselves. The children have jumped back into learning. In 
maths, year 1 have started a unit exploring numbers up to 100. They are current-
ly focusing on making groups of 10 so they can count efficiently. Year 2 have also 
started a unit exploring numbers up to 100. They are currently learning about 
the tens column and what it means. In phonics, Year 1 have started phase 5 and 
Year 2 have started phase 6. In science, the children have started a unit about 
the human body and have been labelling body parts and in Art, they've explored 
using different materials to create a range of lines and shapes. 

House Martin - Class attendance for the week: 98% 

It’s been a great first full week in House Martin class and I’ve been really impressed 
by how the Y3s have settled in and how well they and the Y4s have worked. In Eng-
lish, we’ve been learning about life in Pompeii, focusing on the sounds and sights of 
the streets and market, and learning to use time adverbials to make our writing flow 
better. In Maths, we’ve been looking at addition and subtraction across ten. We’ve 
been using stories to describe adding 3 addends and learning more efficient ways to 
add and subtract. In Computing, we started learning how to programme sprites on 
Scratch and in PE we learnt how to catch and throw different types of balls. In Sci-
ence we looked at the importance of a nutritious diet for humans and in History we 
began to find out about the Romans and how they lived and thrived in ancient times. 
PSHE involved thinking about our achievements and setting goals for the year, and in 
art we began our sketching unit, looking for shapes in and around the school. Home-
work (Maths & Spelling) will be coming home on Friday and will be due back in school 
the following Wednesday, as well the children’s reading records. 

Robin- Class attendance for the week: 99% 

A good first full week in Robin Class was had by all. The children are settling in 
well by getting to know each other and learning the routines. The children are 
continuing to explore their new classroom indoors and out and seem to have 
really enjoyed their learning so far. The Robins have listened to familiar stories 
such as ‘We’re going on a Bear Hunt’ and ‘Oi Frog!’ and have been introduced to 
new ones such as ‘The Colour Monster goes to School.’ They have joined in with 
nursery rhymes and have started learning a poem ready for the school’s Harvest 
celebrations in church next Wednesday. Robins have also been completing their 
baseline assessments (more details on these are included in the attached Par-
ents’ Guide). Well done everyone – you have all worked super hard! 






